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Australia’s oldest and biggest gay men’s football 

club, Sydney Rangers F.C. will deliver a monthly 

newsletter commencing June 2013.   The idea to 

deliver this exciting new format of keeping the 

club members & the public informed of everything 

to do with the Sydney Rangers was hatched at the 

Committee’s last meeting in May 2013.  Club 

President Gavin Mears (pictured right) said, 

“Sydney Rangers is now consolidating much of 

it’s information in a monthly newsletter which will 

keep all our players, members and supporters up 

to date with what we have been up to in the 

previous month, what’s coming up in the next 

month and what your club and committee have 

been doing and talking about.”  The new e-letter 

will be available on line for all to see from the first 

of every month. Gavin went on to say, “I hope 

you all find this monthly e-letter a simple and easy 

way to stay abreast of all things Rangers. We also 

welcome your submissions & ideas of what to 

include in the monthly newsletter.” 
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Nunc cursus magna quis  

Rangers A Team Flying High 
           
          The Sydney Rangers ‘A’ Team is flying the flag the highest of all three Sydney Rangers 
teams in the 2013 winter competition.  The ‘A’ team sits atop of their Division after 7 rounds.  Two 
first up wins against Canterbury and Balmain ‘A’ had the boys off to a great start winning 3-2 and 4-
1 respectively.  After a washed out weekend, the boys had to wait another week to play and the 
break did them no good going down 5-2 to Concord ‘B’.   
 
          However, the team responded magnificently to that defeat and went on a 3-game winning 
streak-beating Concord ‘A’ 2-1, Stanmore 2-0 and Earlwood 4-1 with striker Duncan Jones scoring 
a hat trick.   Their winning streak ended though the following Saturday going down 2-0 to a strong 
Burwood team.  Coach Rob Lumb (pictured left) said, “Given that we have had a number of pre-

season injuries and a number of new players joining Rangers ‘A’ this 
year, to have a 5-2 win-loss record after 7 games played is a pretty 
wonderful effort.  The boys have really started as a team a lot earlier in 
the season than I expected and there have been a number of games 
with some awesome passages of team passing and combined defensive 
efforts.”  The ‘A’ team have scored 17 goals in 7 games which is an 
impressive total in any league.  Coach Lumb went on to say, “There 
are about 5-6 teams that are going to be very evenly matched at the top 
of the table this year which will make for some interesting games in 
the next couple of weeks and to see where we are at the halfway point 
of the season.  Pretty good so far!” 
Well done to the coach and players of the ‘A’ team for an impressive 
start to the season.  Keep it up boys! 

New AGM Date 

 
          The Sydney Rangers Football Club Committee has voted unanimously to move the date of 
the clubs Annual General Meeting.  The end of financial year has also been affected.  Club 
President Gavin Mears explains, “Until this year our AGM has been anywhere from September to 
November and our financial year ending June 30th.  This year the end of financial year will remain 
June 30th and our AGM will be held in very early July with fresh elections.  Then from 2014 
onwards, our financial year will end March 30th and the AGM held in mid-April.  The reason for 
this is to give the (incoming) committee as much time as possible from their induction to the major 
events we organize and stage – that being Justin Fashanu Cup, Mardi Gras tournament, Fair Day, 
Mardi Gras Parade and registration of winter teams.” 
          Gavin went on to say, “By having the AGM in April we give the newly elected or re-elected 
committee nearly a full year to plan for their vision.”   
Although the AGM & end of financial year dates are changing, there is NO change to the 
Membership year.  This will continue to run from July 1st to June 30th every year. 
          The President also wanted to mention two members of the Sydney Rangers for their part in 
ensuring the Club is run correctly.  Gavin said, “I would like to thank Mitch Coidan and Dan Lord 
who have been ensuring we comply with all the relevant constitutional matters and Rules of 
Association articles.”  Well done Mitch & Dan, the club acknowledges your efforts and hard work. 
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                        Results: 
April/May 

 
Rangers A: 
v Canterbury:    3-2 win 
v Balmain ‘A’:  4-1 win 
v Concord ‘B’:  2-5 loss 
v Concord ‘A’:  2-1 win 
v Stanmore:      2-0 win 
v Earlwood:      4-1 win 
v Burwood:       0-2 loss 
 
Rangers B: 
v Roselands      0-2 loss 
v Burwood ‘A’ 0-5 loss 
 
Rangers O35’s: 
v Burwood:       2-2 draw 
v Belmore:        1-4 loss 
v Concord:        1-3 loss 
v Abbotsford:    4-3 win   
v Marrickville:  0-3 loss 
v Inter Lions:    0-2 loss 
v Hurlstone Park 1-3 loss 

                           Fixtures: 
June 

 
Rangers A: 
1.15pm 01/06/13 v Concord A 
3pm      08/06/13 v Enfield 
1.15pm 15/06/13 v Canterbury 
3pm      22/06/13 v Balmain A 
1.15pm 29/06/13 v Marrickville 
 
Rangers B: 
3pm       01/06/13 v Burwood B 
1.15pm  08/06/13 v Belmore  
1pm       09/06/13 v Burwood B 
1.15pm 15/06/13 v Balmain B 
 
Rangers O35’s: 
1.15pm 01/06/13 v Concord 
3pm      08/06/13 v Hurlstone Park 
1.15pm 15/06/13 v Enfield B 
 
Please note:  Always check with your Coach or 
Manager for correct playing dates and times. 
 

                                                     Pride Football Australia: 
                                       Melbourne 2013 
                                       Saturday 5th October 

 
          Melbourne is the host city for this year’s Pride Football Australia tournament and 
the Melbourne Rovers have set up a working group to organize a weekend’s feast of 
football fun.  This year’s tournament will kick off on the NSW October long weekend 
with the Justin Fashanu Cup and the Julie Murray Cup being held on Saturday 5th of 
October.  This will give the Rangers boys and the Flying Bats ladies a long weekend in 
Melbourne rather than rushing back to Sydney on the Sunday night.   
          The Melbourne Rovers boys currently hold the Justin Fashanu Cup and the 
Rangers will be doing everything to get it back.  The Julie Murray Cup is currently 
shared between the Flying Bats & the Melbourne Rovers ladies team. 
 

Make sure to put this date in your diary for an awesome weekend of football, 
frolicking and fun. 
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Sydney Rangers Deplore  

Homophobic Assault  
          Sydney Rangers FC today condemned the alleged vicious assault of two Sydney 
University football (soccer) players, that has been described as a homophobic attack outside a 
bar in Griffith in regional New South Wales. Sydney Rangers FC has also questioned the 
release of the alleged perpetrator of the assault without charge by NSW Police. 

The allegations, first reported in the Star Observer Online on 22 May 2013, suggest the victims 
were the subject of targeted homophobic vilification, in which two soccer players were punched, 
verbally vilified and called “fucking dykes” during repetitive physical and verbal assaults which 
continued until NSW Police intervened.  The assaults are alleged to have occurred outside the 
Area Hotel on Banna Avenue, located on Griffith’s main strip, during the early hours of Sunday, 
5 May 2013. The assaults, perpetrated against two soccer players and members of the Sydney 
University Division 1 Women’s Soccer Team, who had travelled to Griffith to participate in an 
‘away game’ against the Yoogali Soccer Club as part of the Football NSW State Cup 
Tournament. The assaults are alleged to have occurred after two of the players had left the 
hotel and thereafter embraced in a kiss on the street. The assaults resulted in both players 
sustaining substantial bruising, scratches, ripped hair and ultimately requiring medical 
assistance.  Vice President of the Sydney Rangers FC, Joseph Roppolo today said of the 
attack; 

“We are shocked and appalled by the reports of a homophobic assault on two Sydney 
University soccer players competing in the Football NSW State Cup Tournament in 
Griffith. There is no place in a civilised society for this type of behavior and vioent 
homophobic behavior is strongly condemned by the Sydney rangers.  

We extend our sympathies to our sister soccer players at Sydney University FC and the 
two players who had to endure vilification and violent anti-social behavior.  

Vilification of a person on the basis of sexual orientation is against the law, so too is 
assault.  Only when we stand united as friends, family, bystanders, partners and team 
mates against homophobia will we truly rid the world of this destructive crime. We 
encourage the NSW Police to intervene and charge those responsible.” 

The Sydney Rangers FC encourages any members of the community who have experienced 
vilification, assault or intimidation on the basis of their sexual identity or orientation to contact 
NSW Police, ACON and the Australian Human Rights Commission. By standing up against 
homophobia and violent anti-social behaviour we will change intolerant attitudes for the better. 

The Sydney Rangers Football Club is Australia’s first and largest gay men’s football (soccer) 
club.  The club has 3 competitive men’s teams in Canterbury District and strives to promote 
discrimination free football for all. 

 



 

 

Sydney Rangers Football Club Proudly 
Sponsored By: 

Like the Sydney Rangers F.C. on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/Sydney.Rangers.Football.Club 

 

 

Socceroos v Japan – World Cup Qualifier 

 
          Don’t forget the Socceroos are playing Japan to qualify for Brazil 2014.  The 
Socceroos are currently third in their group & desperately need a victory.  So grab 
some mates and organize to watch the game and cheer on the Aussies to victory.  
The game is played in Japan on Tuesday 4th June with kick off at 8.30pm AEST and 
will be televised live on Fox Sports.  
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Fundraising Opportunity at  
The Imperial Hotel 

          Winter in Sydney just got hotter for the hairy, beary, furry and funky guys who love 
Honey.  That’s right lads, there’s a big hairy bear party at The Imperial Hotel on Saturday 29th 
June from 10pm to 5am. 

           

Honey Productions, who run this party, have kindly handed over the cloakroom to the Sydney 
Rangers Football Club.  This is a fantastic fundraising opportunity for our club and those Rangers 
who have been involved in this party previously will tell you it’s a great fun night.  This party is 
right in the middle of winter so there’ll be plenty of coats and jackets for the cloakroom. 
 
          If you wish to volunteer and do a shift in the cloakroom, please contact Joseph Roppolo 
from the O35’s Rangers team at joseph@xlfruit.com.au and remember there’s plenty of time for 
you to have a dance and mingle with the bears who love having the Sydney Rangers in the 
cloakroom.  

Disco Bingay 
Come and enjoy Bingo like you’ve never seen before. 

“Disco Bingay” is on at The Midnight Shift every Wednesday night at 7pm.  The Sydney 
Rangers are hosting a table every FIRST WEDNESDAY of the month. Come & join us next 

on Wednesday 5th June. Please let us know you are joining us at our Facebook event page: 
www.facebook.com/events/455342014550354/ 
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Follow the Sydney Rangers 
on Twitter at 

sydneyrangersfc.com 

Birthday Celebrations 
June 

 
Three Rangers celebrate a birthday in June: 

• Jun Tagami – 12th June 
• Bruce Nagle – 17th June 
• Daryn Vanstone – 25th June 

Sydney Rangers support ACON’s 
“Ending HIV” Campaign 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Soccer – Sundays 
 

Don’t forget social soccer is on every Sunday afternoon usually from 3pm 
during the winter months. Keep an eye on your emails or check Facebook 
for location as it may change if there are events in the Moore Park area. 
Eveyone is welcome to join regardless of skill level.  See you there! 
 
 


